2007 U.S. Animal Shelter Killing Report Card

U.S. animal shelters as of mid-2007 are killing fewer dogs and cats than at any time in
at least the past 37 years, according to the 15th annual ANIMAL PEOPLE evaluation of
the most recent available shelter data. The rate of shelter killing per 1,000 Americans,
now at 12.5, is the lowest since data collected by John Marbanks in 1947-1950
suggested a rate of about 135. The ANIMAL PEOPLE projection each year is based on
compilations of the tolls from every open admission shelter handling significant
numbers of animals in specific cities, counties, or states.

(“The basic question LA City critics keep asking is, "Why can't Los Angeles be like San
Francisco?" The answer [s that Los Angeles is exactly like San Francisco, if you compare like-to-
like demographic units. For example, ...if you compare San Francisco and San Mateo County to
Los Angeles, the combined S.F./San Mateo number and the current Los Angeles County number
per 1,000 humans would be just about identical.”— Merritt Clifton)

Animals killed YEAR 1,000s Animals

per 1,000 people of people killed
Mission Viejo, CA 1.0 2005 166 113
Santa Cruz Cty, CA 2.0 2005 251 5,000
New York City 2.0 2007 8,143 16,489
San Francisco 2.2 2005 744 1,646
Los Angeles City 4.3 FYO7 4,000 17,314
Terre Haute 4.6 2005 169 78
Snohomish Cty, WA 4.7 2005 639 3,000
NEW JERSEY 4.7 2005 8,725 40,706
Milwaukee 4.8 2005 1,700 8,162
Santa Barbara 5.0 2004 403 2,002
San Diego 5.9 2004 2,931 17,421
Salt Lake City 6.0 2005 1,016 6,094
Tehama County, CA 6.8 2006 62 421
Chicago 6.9 2005 2,869 19,706
San Francisco Bay area 7.1 2003 7,039 50,000
Los Angeles County total 7.2 2006 9,948 71,357
Portland/Multnomah 7.2 2005 673 4,841
Broward County 7.3 2006 1,788 13,000
Richmond, VA 8.3 2006 194 1,615
Silicon Valley 8.5 2005 1,668 14,097
Weld County, CO 8.5 2005 211 1,800
OREGON 8.9 2005 3,641 32,235
Eugene, OR 10.1 2005 336 3,378
Dallas 10.8 2005 2,306 25,000
WASHINGTON [prjtd] 11.1 2005 6,132 68,054
Larimer Count, CO 11.6 2005 267 3,093
MICHIGAN 11.7 2006 10,096 117,919

Merced Cty, CA 12.2 2006 246 3,011
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35.2 2005 144 5,071
37.0 2004 332 12,275
38.2 2005 130 5,000
38.6 2006 56 2,153
40.3 2005 511 20,566
40.3 2005 154 6,203
42.3 2005 787 33,255
42.9 2005 700 30,000
43.9 2004 43 1,888
45.3 2004 198 8,967
46.6 2004 64 3,000
48.0 2005 250 12,000
49.5 2006 91 4,500
55.4 2006 78 4,320
70.8 2005 114 8,070

U.S. progress vs. shelter killing

Year Millions of dogs

& cats killed
1970 23.4
1985 17.8
1997 4.9
1998 4.9
1999 4.5
2000 4.5
2001 4.4
2002 4.2
2003 4.5
2004 4.9
2005 4.4
2006 3.7

Killed per
1,000 humans

115.0
74.8
21.1
19.4
16.6
16.8
15.7
15.3
14.8
17.4
14.8
12.5 (City of Los Angeles at 4.3)

[ANIMAL PEOPLE is the leading independent newspaper providing original investigative coverage of
animal protection worldwide, founded in 1992. Readership of 30,000-plus includes the decision-makers
at more than 10,000 animal protection organizations. We have no alignment or affiliation with any other
entity. $24/year; for free sample, send address to anmipepl@whidbey.com.

Website: www.animalpeoplenews.orq]
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